DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT . ???? 

A  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Bust 
Dollar  Club  will  be  held  at  the 
John  Snyder  home  in  Milford, DE  on 
Sunday, May  20  beginning  at  11  a.m.? 
See  page  5. 

The  Bust  Dollar  Club  was  feat¬ 
ured  in  Russ  Mackend r ick ' s  Numism¬ 
atic  Column  in  the  April  16,1979 
Sunday  New  York  Times?  See  page  3. 

Jules  Reiver  is  attempting  to 
arrange  for  a  meeting  of  the  Club 
at  the  ANA  Meeting  in  St. Louis? 
Please  write  to  him  if  you  can  att¬ 
end. 

Walter  Br een , wr i t ing  an  ENCYC¬ 
LOPEDIA  OF  AMERICAN  COINS  (Every¬ 
thing  You  Wanted  to  Know  About  Amer¬ 
ican  Coins/But  Never  Knew  Where  To 
Ask)  provides  a  preview  of  the  bust 
dollar  listings?  See  pages  2and  3. 

David  Krofta  has  some  possible 
new  variety  information  in  his  let 
ter  on  page  4?  Anyone  having  infor 
mation  about  the  condition  census 
pieces  B  22  of  the  1799  dollar  can 
write  to  David  or  to  me. _ 


Nze.cU.ng  a  1.19  8  B  2,  I  £A.a.ve.llzd.  to 
New  Vor ik  to  tkz  Stack*’  Salz  on  St.  Pat 
Alck*  day  tn  kopz *  ofi  puAcka*lng  a  hand 
*omz  XF  ptzcz  bztng  aacttonzd.  Tkz  tAal 
Aide  wa*  paattcula/ity  plza*ant ;  paAtly 
tn  kopz *  0( 5  buytng  tkz  cotn  and  paAtly 
fioA  a  Aolllcklng  *tandlng  only  cAowd  ofi 
young  people  on  tkzlA  May  to  New  VoAk’ * 
gA.zat  paAadz  and  Azadylng  tkztA.  vocal 
ckoAd *  on  tko*z  tune*  wz  alt  lovz. 
SzvzAal  day *  zaAllzA  I  k ad  AztuAnzd  a 
’98  B  2  oA.dzA.zd  fiAom  a  dzalzA  a*  XF  and 
pAlczd  at  $3200  .  It  Mayn’t  nzaAly  tkz 
quality  o fi  tkz  Stack’*  coin  and  *zzmzd 
to  bz  lz**  tkan  Aza*onablz  at  tkz  pAlce 
I  patiently  *at  until  finally  tkz  dolta 
*zAlz*  camz  up.  And  tkzAz  In  an  ln*tani 
[It  *zzmzd )  tkz  ’98  B  2  wa*  *old  j [oh. 

$95  00  .  Tkz  jouAnzy  home ,*tlll  without 
a  ’98  B  2  and  without  kopz,wa*n’ t  all 
that  plea* ant. 

Club  activity  pzAk *  along  [altkoug 
wz  could  bz  a  bit  moAz  zbulllznt)  .  Julz 
RzIvza  continue*  kl*  Inventory  pAojzct 
and  vaA.lzty  *tudlz* .  HI*  AztlAzmznt 
zaAllzA  tkl*  yzaA.  will  enable  u*  to 
benefit  fiuA.th.zA.  fiAom  kl*  zfifioAt*.  KaAl 
Hoke  l*  gatkzAlng  a  UtzAatuAz  on  tkz 
zaAly  dollaA*.  HI*  zfifioAt  and  mine 
will  kopzfiully  appzaA  In  tkz*z  page* 
bzfioAz  too  long.  I’ll  bz  glad  to  kzaA 
fiAom  otkzA*. 


y}/o  / e// £r  of* cfnt  Sust  -DeJf C/u/) _ i/rg  137*3 


VzaA.  RzadzA, 

Hzaz  l*  tkz  tklAd  l**uz  ofi  tkz 
LETTERED  EDGE. 

Ru**  MackzndAlck  kindly  WAotz  about 
u*  In  kl*  New  VoAk  Time*  column.  SzvzAal 
people  aA.z  Azczlvlng  tkl*  l**uz  ofi  tkz 
LETTERED  EDGE  fioA  tkz  filA*t  time  a*  a 
A.z*ult.  Ma.  MackzndAlck '  *  original  vza- 
*lon  mentioned  otkzA*  In  tkz  club  bz- 
*ldz*  me  and  1  AzgAzt  that  tkz  FdltoA 
*aw  filt  to  *koAtzn  tkz  copy. 


Vou  have  noticed  tkz  [tzmpoA.aA.lly , 
I  kopz]  modz*t  *lzz  ofi  tkl*  l**uz.  Wit 
tkz  $10  due*  wz  *kould  bz  able  to  IncA 
za*z  tkz  *lzz  ofi  *ub*zquznt  l**uz*  .  * 

HowzvzA,  money  l*n’t  tkz  main  fiactoA. 
Without  contAlbutlon*  ofi  matzAlal  It  a 
moAz  dlfi filcult  to  make  thz*z  page*  mzc 
nlngfiul.  WAltlng  about  matzAlal, Azmln c 
me  to  a*k  Ifi  *omzonz  can  pAovldz  me 
with  tkz  1956  and  1959  BolzndzA  pAlcz 
valuation*  to  complete  my  *zt. 

EvzAy  bz*t  wl*k, 

R  R  -t~  n  h  h _ _ _ _ _ 
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temnorarily  c/o  FCI 
200  I. U. Millets  Road 
Albertson,  LI  NY  11507 

permanent  address 

Box  352,  Berkeley  CA  94701 
£  2  August  1978 


Dear  Dr.  Stark — 


Yes,  by  all  means  go  ahead  and  reprint  that  8  -larch  78 
letter  in  THE  LETTERED  EDGE. 


I  will  have  to  retrieve  the  correct  emission  sequence 
v/ hen  I  RETURN  return  to  Berkeley.  Sorry  I  had  not  done  so  before, 
but  I  have  been  under  a  great  deal  of  tine  pressure. 


You  may  be  interestedxsto  know  the  sequence  as  I  am 
doing  it  in  my  book  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  AMERICAN  COINS:  "Everything  You 
Always  Wanted  to  Know  About  American  Coins*  /*  But  Never  Knew  Where 
to  Ask."  Briefly,  this  is  the  way  the  listings  will  appear  (minus* 
various  e  historical  and  technical  footnotes): 

FLOWING  HAIR  DESIGN 


Pri  ce 
PRICE 


for  B-7. 
FOR  B-5. 


1794.  [1758]  Over  60  survive. 

1795.  [All  kinds  203,033]: 

1795/1195.  (Foot  of  1  at  lower  r.  of  7.)  Two  leaves.  Price  for  B-l,  with 

paired  berries  at  I  of  AMERICA.  The  other  two  rev.  vars.  are  prohibitively  ran 
1795  Normal  date,  widely  spaced.  6  vars. 

1795  Close  date. *4  vars.  Very  scarce. 

1795  Three  leaves.  Paired  berries  below  D.  2  vars. 

1795  Three  leaves.  Paisred  berries  below  F.  4  vars 
DRAPED  BUST  DESIGN*!,  SMALL  EAGLE 

1795.  [42,738]  Minted  in  October  1795,  last  two  weeks  only. 

Head  too  far  left. 

Head  normally  placed. 

1796.  [72,920] 

Small  date  and  letters.  3  vars. 

Small  date,  large  letters,  2  leaves  below  wing. 

Discovered  by  WB  about  1954.  Both  specimens 
Small  date,  large  letters,  3  leaves  below  wing. 

Large  date,  small  letters. 

1797.  9+7,  small  letters.  [342]  Rev.  weak. 

9+7,  larne  letters.  [4941] 

10+6.  [2493] 

13  stars. 

15  stars.  Rev.  weak.  Usually  in  low  grades. 

HERALDIC  REVERSE 

rev.  star  arrangement.  3  vars. 
arrangeeent.  2  vars.  (B-3,  7) 

Widest  date,  "abnormal"  star  arrangement. 

star  arrangement.  3  vars. 

vars. 


(B-6)  2  known. 

from  heavilv  broken  rev.  die. 
(B-4) 


1797. 

1797. 

1798 

1793 


1798  Knobbed 
179b3  Same. 


9.  "Abnormal" 
"Normal"  star 
9  henceforth. 


(B-4,  5,  6) 


1793  Pointed 

1798  ’lidest  date,  "normal" 

1798  Close  date,  "abnormal"  star  arrangement.  4 
1793  Same  but  high  3.  3  vars. 


B-17. 
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1798  Close  date,  "normal"  star  arrannerient.  5  berries.  4  vars 


1793 


Same 


vars. 

Gl'osQ’.d'artreg  As  next  to  last  but  4  [jerries. 

Irregular  date,  "abnormal"  star  arrangement.  (Last  9  too  low,  leans  r.)  B-15. 
Same  obv.,  "normal"  star  arrangement,  13  stars.  B- 13. 

staxrs.  D-4. 


rev 


but  high  8.  4 

"|  y  q^)  4»i  i v-»  —*  r—*  r 

1799 
1799 

1799  Same  obv. ,  15 
1799/8  15  stars. 

1799/8  13  stars.  2  rev 

1799  Mirnal  date,  stars 
No  berries.  2  var. 

Stars  8+5. 

T220, 920+1  16  vars. 

"AMERICA I"  2  obv.  vars 


1799 

1799 

1 800 

1300 

1301 


vars . 

berries.  13  vars. 
Drastically  reground 


rev.  of  following. 


Some 


of 


of  reported  mintage  was  dated  1799. 

Part  of  an  extra  A  (rest  effaced)  follows  final 
renorted  nintaoe  w as  dated  1800. 


A. 


1802 

1303 

1803 


Struck 


in  1304, 


[54,454]  4  vars.  Some 

For  the  proof  restrikes  see  following  section. 

1802/531  Wide  and  close  overdates.  5  vars. 

1302  Wide  even  date.  T  of  LIDERTY  normally  formed. 

Divided  date  IS  02.  Foot  of  T  of  LIDERTY  broken  off. 

For  proof  xrestrikes  see  following  section. 

[85,634-]  Small  3.  4  vars. 

Large  3.  Struck  in  1304. 

The  renorted  mintage  includes  those  delivered  in  1804. 

Followed  by  the  section  on  THE  m"1004"  DOLLARS  AND  THEIR  BRETHREN,  and  by  the 
section  on  the  Gobrechts. 

This  arrangement  to  me  makes  a  great  deal  more  sense  than  that  formerly 
given  in  the  Red  Boo!;.  But  then,  what  I  am  doing  in  this  book  is  not  competing 
wi  t!i  the  Red  Book,  but  with  the  Taxay/Scott  book.  Or  rather,  I  am  trying  to  do 
something  even  more  comprehensi ve  than  the  latter,  a  project  I  dreamed  of  doing 
as  long  ago  as  1947 


The  Lettered  Edge 

A  couple  of  years  ago  a  group  of  spe¬ 
cialists  formed  “The  Bust  Dollar  i 
Club,”  devoted  to  the  sharing  of  infor-  j 
nation  and  research  findings  concern¬ 
ing  our  silver  dollars  of  the  years  1794 
through  1803. 

Their  publication  has  a  gem  of  a 
title:  “The  Lettered  Edge.”  The  silver 
dollars  of  this  period  were  all  edge- 
marked  to  say  “HUNDRED  CENTS 
ONE  DOLLAR  OR  UNIT,”  with  deco- 
*  rations  between  the  words.  The  next  of¬ 
ficial  silver  dollar  after  1803  was  the 
Liberty  Seated  coin  of  1840,  with  a 
reeded  edge  without  lettering. 

The  material  in  the  Club’s  periodical, 
together  with  the  announced  aims,  re¬ 
minds  us  of  a  similar  organization,  the 
very  successful  Early  American  Cop¬ 
pers  Club  with  their  “fanzine”  publica¬ 
tion  —  “Penny-Wise.”  Dedicated  delv- 
ers  such  as  these  form  the  growing 
points  of  numismatics. 

•  h 


NUMISMATICS 

RUSS  MACKENDRICK 

The  major  reference  book  in  the  field  I 
of  bust  dollars  is  “The  United  States 
Early  Silver  Dollars  from  1794  to  1803,”  j 
which  was  published  in  1950  by  M.  H.  j 
Bolender  (1894-1977).  The  members  of  j 
the  new  club  are  interested  in  carrying 
on  Mr.  Bolender’s  work  and  the  first 
issue  of  “The  Lettered  Edge”  suggests 
that  at  least  six  varieties  should  be 
added  to  the  book  and  two  others  delet¬ 
ed.  This  would  mean  that  in  10  years 
the  United  States  Mint  produced  a  total 
of  117  types  of  the  coin.  (In  addition 
there  have  been  five  restrikes.) 

The  same  issue  has  a  biography  of 
Bolender,  who  had  examined  more 
than  5,000  specimens  of  the  bust  dollar. 

A  later  number  of  “The  Lettered 
Edge”  has  a  reprint  from  the  “Numis-  j 

matist”  with  pictures  to  warn  against  a 
counterfeit  1799  piece. 


NEW  YQR.K  TII4ES 
A?fUL  16,1979 


In  the  light  oi  a  1798  small  eagle  dol¬ 
lar  going  to  $9,500  at  the  March  17, 
Stack’s  auction,  it  is  well  to  state  that 
nobody  has  to  actually  own  a  bust  dol¬ 
lar  to  be  admitted  to  the  Club.  Dr.  Roh- 
ert  Stark,  one  of  the  founders,  makes 
the  point  that  it  is  primarily  an  organ!- : 
zation  for  study  and  the  sharing  of  in¬ 
formation.  Anyone  with  an  interest  in- 
these  early  silvers  is  welcome  to  join. 
Applications  should  be  sent  to  Robert 
M.  Stark,  103  Smith  Hall,  University  of 
Delaware,  Newark,  Del.  19711.  Dues  i 
are  $10  a  year.  - 
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Mishlcot,  Vfl 
Sept.  1,  1978 


Mr,  Hobart  2-1.  stark 
Editor,  The  Lettered  Ed go 
103  Smith  Kail 
University  of  Delaware 
Newark,  Delaware  19711 


Dear  Bob, 

I  have  received  both  the  first  and  second  issue  of  the  Lettered 
Edge,  I  an  enclosing  ay  check  in  the  amount  of  010,  with  the  hope  that 
I  will  be  accepted  as  a  member  in  the  bust  dollar  club. 

I  am  also  enclosing  my  listing  of  the  bust  dollars  in  my  coll¬ 
ection.  The  grading  of  the  coins  is  pretty  much  that  of  the  seller, 
with  but  a  few  that  I  downgraded  by  one  grade.  With  regard  to  tha  1799 
B-22's,  tha  one  from  Superior  at  F-15  is  fully  equal  to  the  Jess  Peters 
specimen  at  VF.  Also,  tha  one  graded  F/VF  by  M.H.  Rubenstein  is  equal  to 
tha  one  graded  VG  by  Superior,  Except  the  latter  has  a  number  of  rim 
nix.  The  one  fnrm  NERCA,  graded  VF25,  has  much  lustre,  sharp  square 
edges,  near  perfect  surfaces,  and,  in  my  opinion,  from  a  wear  standpoint 
should  grade  EF-45.  I  am  curious  if  this  might  be  the  finest  known  of  thi 
variety.  Tha  central  hair  detail  of  this  variety,  is,  of  course,  very 
weak  due  to  the  reverse  die  failure.  Superior  notes  in  their  1975  ANA 
sale  that  lot  967  is  one  of  three  finest  known. 

With  regard  to  possible  new  variety s,  I  note  that  Kaginrs  in  their 
GENA  auction  cat.  ,  sale  date  Sept.  29-30,  list  lot  707  as  1802  unlisted 
variety.  The  last  two  stars  on  the  obverse  of  the  1802  3-5  plate  coin 
seem  to  be  in  a  little  different  position  .  Also,  tha  mouth  of  miss 
liberty  on  the  plate  coin  seems  to  be  closed,  while  on  the  Kagln  coin 
it  is  open  quite  a  bit.  Now,  if  you  look  at  lot  1922  of  the  Superior  1975 
ANA  sale,  listed  as  1302  3-5  you  will  see  an  obverse  that  perfectly 
matches  the  Kagin  coin.  Superior  adds  the  notation. "illustratedln 
3olender(?).  Also,  from  the  1975  ANA  3ale,  lot  1003,  1800  B-20,  they 
say  is  R-5,  one  of  3  or  possibly  4.  The  one  I  obtained  was  not  listed 
in  the  cat.  by  ale  variety,  this  must  be  at  most  an  R-7. 

I  am  not  an  "expert"  on  bust  dollars,  by  any  means,  having 
collected  these  coins  for  only  a  few  year3,  and  like  most  bust  dollar 
collectors  I  am  sues,  collect  many  other  coins  as  well.  E  am  Interested 
In  learning  more  about  these  coins. 


Mlshlcot ,  WI  54228 
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SPRING  MEETING  . MAY  20,  1979 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Club  is  scheduled  for  Sunday, 

May  20,1979  at  the  John  Snyder  home, 417  North  Walnut  Street, 
Milford, DE  19963  (302-422-8151)  beginning  at  11  a.m.  Easiest 
access  is  by  auto. By  air:  to  Philadelphia  and  limousine  ser¬ 
vice  to  Milford  (apprx.  hour  drive)  is  available.  However, 

renting  a  car  at  Philadelphia  airport  is  probably  more  prac¬ 
tical.  By  auto,  from  the  north,  Rte  13  South  from  Wilmington 
to  Dover  (about  65  miles)  picking  up  Rte.  113  out  of  Dover 
to  Milford  (about  20  miles).  From  the  west  (Baltimore  and 
Washing  ton , D . C  .  )  Rte  50  across  the  Bay  Bridge  to  Rte  404 
(near  Wye  Mills)  to  Denton.  At  Denton,Md.  Rte  313  North  for 
a  few  miles  to  Rte  317  to  Rte  14  (crossing  Rte  13)  to  Milford. 
From  the  South, the  Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge  and  Tunnel  to  the 
Delmarva  Peninsula  and  follow  Rte  13  to  Pocomoke  City,Md.  and 
then  Rte  113  to  Milford.  We  hope  to  see  you! 


AT  THE  LAST  MEETING  . 

Six  members  (and  a  few  wives)  attended  the  Fall  Meeting 
at  the  Reiver  home. 

Several  coins  were  studied.  Jules’  1796  B6  was  shown  with 
its  interesting  reverse  (see  photo  in  1975  ANA  Sale, lot  823 
and  LETTERED  EDGE  No.l) .  The  left  side  of  the  reverse  is  in 
XF  or  better  while  the  right  side  appears  to  be  so  poorly 
struck  as  to  be  a  F  or  so.  There  is  a  sharp  demarcation  line 
so  that  wear  is  an  unlikely  cause  of  the  unusual  reverse.  What 
caused  this  reverse?  Is  it  of  mint  origin?  Is  it  unique?  We 
grappled  inconclusively  for  answers! 

The  1799  counterfeit,  discussed  in  the  June  ’78  NUMISMATIST 
and  LETTERED  EDGE  No. 2  was  identified  as  a  b  16A  by  our  keen 
eyed  "dollar  watchers". 

We  conjectured  as  to  the  number  of  bust  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Estimated  ranged  from  100,000  to  300,000  but,  I  hasten 
to  add, I  heard  no  reasonable  basis  advanced  for  any  of  the 
figures.  This  is  sure  to  be  a  recurring  topic.  True,  the  bust 
dollar  was  not  a  popular  coin  in  the  Americas  or  overseas  and, 
of  course,  it  was  only  coined  until  1804. The  8  real  piece, 
comparable  in  value  to  the  dollar  at  the  time, was  common  then 
(as  now)  and  was  preferred  to  our  bust  dollar.  Bust  halves, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  coined  for  many  more  years  than  the 
dollars, seem  to  have  been  a  popular  circulating  coin.  This 
could  account  for  the  relative  scarcity  of  the  4  real  piece. 

Jules  Reiver  continued  his  record  of  members’  holdings  of 
early  dollars.  The  hope  is  that  if  enough  collectors  cooperate 
we  may  be  able  to  use  it  as  a  basis  for  an  updated  rarity  table. 

Karl  Hoke  has  been  collecting  reference  material  on  the  bust 
dollars  (along  with  Bob  Stark) .  Inquiries  and  assistance  are 
invited . 

There  seemed  to  be  agreement  that  1800  B  13  and  B  18  were 
struck  from  the  same  dies.  The  difference  being  a  die  break. 


continued  oyet 


Julius  R  e i v  e  r , C  h  a i r  m  a  n 
1802  Forrest  Road 
Wilmington,DE  19810 
(302-475-5636) 
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Last  Meeting  (continued) 

The  high  cost  of  printing  and  mailing  the  last  LETTERED  EDGE 
led  to  the  adoption  of  $10  annual  dues.  Nearly  100  copies  each  of 
the  last  two  issues  were  mailed  and  the  suggestion  was  made  that 
the  LETTERED  EDGE  be  kept  to  a  modest  size  until  a  membership  has 
been  identified  and  dues  collected.  And,  one  of  the  obligations  of 
m emb e r sh i p , b e s i d e s  dues,  should  be  contributions  to  the  LETTERED 
EDGE .  Issuance  of  memb  e  r  sh ip  number  s  and  impr  oving  the  printing 
quality  of  these  pages  to  better  permit  photographs  of  coins  were 
considered,  but  no  action  was  taken. 

The  Pleasant  afternoon  of  fellowship  and  early  dollars  concl¬ 
uded  with  everyone  paricipating  in  a  game  of  "  dollar  whist  "  with 
the  Willasch  and  Reiver  c o 1 lec t io ns .  .  .  ( i t  ended _ in  a  tie)  I _ 


Are  the  “Daddy  Dollars1'  Again  Coming  Into 

Their  Own? 
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By  THEODORE  J.  VII XX. 


f  " 115  a  Onits,  far  beyond  the  recollection  of  our  present  generation 

oi  numismatists,  when  our  earliest  silver  dollars,  the  -dollars  of  our  dad¬ 
os,  ot  uaddv  dollars,  as  they  were  usually  called,  were  the  most  pop¬ 
ular  coins  among  American  collectors.  This  was  years  before  the  collecting 
ot  lu'ge  Lnited  States  cents  became  general  and  when  these  coins  and  the 
iicLK  cents  still  constituted  our  active  copper  circulation. 

These  early  dollars,  with  their  fine  hair  lines,  unquestionably  made  a 
strong  appeal  to  the  artistic  eye,  and  many  people  therefore  saved  the  few 
specimens  that  chanced  to  fall  into  their  hands.  From  the  time  of  their 
introduction  in  1 7 f» 4  until  the  date  of  their  suspension  in  |S02  -.or  1804.  as 
some  will  ha  \  e  it)  fewer  than  1,,  >00. 000  of  these  coins,  all  told,  had  been 
struck,  so  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  they  could  not  have  had  much  circu¬ 
lation  among  the  people  at  large. 

During  the  lapse  of  thirty-six  or  thirty-seven  years  which  followed  prior 
to  the  resumption-  of  silver-doliar  coinage  for  general  circulation  in  1S40 
^clja»ge  of  type,  collectors  eagerly  sought  these  -daddy  dollars”  and 
p.u<  ai  ge  pi  eiu  in  ms  for  them.  During  the  long  hiatus  the  silver  dollar 
Had.  so  to  speak,  become  obsolete,  and  many  non-collectors  who  possessed 
a  few  ot  the  coins  became  so  attached  to  them  that  they  refused  to  part 
witn  their  specimens  for  any  reasonable  consideration.  To  some  degree 
Dicy  bad  become  heirlooms.  And  this  continued  for  many  years  after  the 

new-type  dollars  made  their  appearance,  for  these  were  not  “daddv  dol¬ 
lars.  * 

In  examining  early  coin  auction  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  the  dealers 
o.  by-gone  days  one  will  be  surprised  at  the  quotations  for  some  of  these 
dollars,  even  m  good  or  very  good  condition,  as  compared  to  what  they  had 
m-cn  bringing  tor  about  twenty  years  until  the  recent  reaction  in  their  favor 
set  in.  And  the  surprise  will  be  increased  when  one  stops  to  figure  the  vast 
dillerence  between  the  purchasing  power  of  money  in  those  days  and  in 
our  own. 

It  is  difficult  to  attribute  a  cause  for  the  decrease  in  interest  in  the  early 
silver  coinage  which  took  place  about  a  score  or  so  of  years  ago.  unless  it 
bo  laid  to  the  influence  of  the  preponderating  number  of  collectors  of  coo¬ 
per  corns  who  had  entered  the  numismatic  ranks  within  more  recent  years, 
mis  and  a  decline  or  absence  of  interest  in  the  antique  on  the  part  of  those 
into  whose  hands  the  “daddy  dollars”  had  chanced  to  fall,  thus  temporarily 
glutting  tim  coin  market,  would  have  been  suHlclcnt  to  bring  about  the  con¬ 
dition  that  then  prevailed. 

The  advent  of  so  many  new  collectors  within  the  past  two  years,  however, 
has  entirely  changed  the  aspect  of  affairs  and  those  who  have  been  stead¬ 
fast  in  their  affection  for  the  “daddy  dollars”  are  about  to  be  rewarded  by 
seeing  them  once  more  come  Into  their  own.  So  many  of  the  younger  gen¬ 
eration  among  the  numismatists  are  showing  a  preference  for  these  old 
do'lars  that  bind  us  to  the  past  that  they  probably  will  place  them  on  a  pin¬ 
nacle  higher  than  they  formerly  occupied,  and  the  early  silver  half  dollars. 

for  which  they  also  show  a  strong  fancy,  appear  slated  for  deliverance  from 
the  slough  of  despondence  in  which  they  so  long  have  been  floundering.  In 
fact  ihey  have  been  on  the  upward  trend  for  a  year  or  n  ore. 

The  numismatist  who  Is  inclined  to  doubt  the  good  news  need  hut  ex¬ 
amine  his  dealer’s  stock  or  make  inquiries  from  collectors  who  unsuceess- 
V*  *et:a  tr>  inK  to  secure  some  of  the  dates  and  varieties  of  the  early 

dollars  during  the  past  year.  Fortunately  for  ilie  collector  who  wishes 
merely  a  specimen  or  two.  the  179S.  179’J  and  1S00  still  are  readily  pro¬ 
curable.  but  in  most  instances  it  is  a  different  story  with  the  other  dates. 

A  review  of  the  auction  sales  of  recent  months  also  will  show  that  the  offer¬ 
ings  have  greatly  decreased. 

It  is  to  he  hoped  the  tribe  of  “da.ldy-dollar”  collectors  will  continue  to 
increase.  Every  true  numismatist  will  be  glad  to  learn  tl.at  the  shadows 
finally  have  lifted  from  these  rare  antiques  that  have  been  in  partial  ecliuse 
so  long.  " 


THE  ATM  [S.MATI 
XOVEMRER.  11)2 


